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To Our Subscribers 

This issue completes the first six 
months of Between the Lines. We 
think our subscribers will be inter- 
ested to know that the success of 
this information service to Chris- 
tian laymen continues far beyond 
the expectation of its editors. The 
initial circulation that accrued be- 
tween our first announcement and 
the date of first publication was not 
only many times more than we had 
anticipated, but the circulation has 
continued to grow at a rate that 
exceeds an average of four hun- 
dred new subscriptions a month for 
each month since publication be- 
gan... with the rate increasing 
month by month. Hundreds of sub- 
scribers have been responsible for 
other new subscriptions among 
their friends. The staff of Between 
the Lines faces the responsibility 
of this challenging opportunity 
with prayerful eagerness and 
wishes to express its gratitude to 
all those who have contributed to 
the publication’s success. 











Things to Remember 
This Summer: 


—That the Russian battle technique is 
a defensive, slowly retreating strategy, 
to exhaust the enemy’s striking power 
while retaining its own. 

—That the United Nations will no 
doubt take an awful drubbing this sum- 
mer almost everywhere, because America 
is not yet ready for any real offensives 
and British Empire forces are still being 
led by an aristocratic “Col. Blimp” sys- 
tem that is entirely unworthy of the 
brave, able soldiers sacrificed with every 
blundering campaign in France, Crete, 
Greece, Singapore, Hong Kong, Burma 
and now Libya. ‘Col. Blimp” inefficien- 
cy has held back the growth of American 
armed power also, but we are learning 
by Britain’s bloody lessons. However 
there’s little chance of a United Nations 
real offensive for considerable time yet. 
The Axis knows it must put over its 
greatest plunge this next sixty days. 

—That when Japan strikes Russian 
Siberia—as she probably will before you 
read this or soon after—it will make 
things look bad for Russia temporarily— 
but the Reds will hang on. Then a few 
months later, when the United States 
is ready, we will be able to utilize to 
good advantage the fact that the area 
around Vladivostok is open to our air 
forces. The Pacific war has already 
shifted to northern waters—as we tipped 
you off several months ago; some experts 
expected that and voiced a contrary view 
concerning the mobilization of United 

(Continued on next page) 


No Rationing of Vice 

We have received reports from Washington that the government has at last 
become alarmed about vice conditions in defense centers. But will it do anything? 

Drunkenness and prostitution have gotten entirely out of hand in many major 
training areas. There have been instances of manoeuvers and drill being demoral- 
ized after week-end furloughs by the widespread effects of alcoholic hangovers. 
Chaplains are reporting utterly unbelievable conditions of drunkenness prevailing 
which are being suppressed from public knowledge. Yet the alcohol saboteurs are 
still receiving complete cooperation in high places in Washington for this debauch- 
ing of American manhood and demoralizing our national defense. Beer and whiskey 
trucks receive all the tires and gas they need while dairies and stores fight for a 
chance to survive in their deliveries of milk and food. A leading chaplain states 
that half the boys in his camp had never tasted liquor until they got in uniform. 

The President has been talking about needed reform—is it just a sop to 
anxious parents thrown out for political reasons? It should be easy to do some- 
thing about it, for the men who are really responsible are in and out of the White 
House and are called by their first names. 

The prostitution racket is also being shamefully ignored and glossed over. The 
worst conditions prevail where a training center is located in the same area with 
large war industries: A large proportion of training centers are so situated. 
In such an environment the prostitution business is big business. Thousands of 
girls are organized in chain systems and are moved about systematically to make 
police and health check-ups almost impossible. Between the Lines has contacted 
well informed social workers in these areas and has found the following con- 
ditions prevail: 


1. The girls who are operatives in the organized chains are very young, averag- 
ing well under twenty years of age... often as young as 15 or 16. 


2. They are recruited largely from the south and southwest, from depressed 
areas, and usually from large families, where during the past ten years there 
has been great poverty and lax family control. 


3. There are however great numbers of older girls who work independently 
and carry on from a rented room in a hotel or from a trailer or tourist camp. 
Older girls (20-27 years of age) who are still exceptionally attractive can still 
work with the chains. 


4. In the chain houses the prices for entertainment run $4 to $10 depending 
upon wage scales in the community and the grade of the “house.” If it’s in 
a fashionable apartment, prices are high. Independent prostitutes entertain for 
$2 to $5—again depending upon environment. 


5. It is estimated that not more than one third of the prostitutes have any 
medical or police supervision. Usually they are on a “pay-off” basis with police 
or city officials and they are conveniently ignored. Only where a scourge of 
venereal diseases has broken out in our armed forces has there been any real effort 
at clean up or control. 


6. In the chains, the gangster supervisors of the chain call a girl a “flat” and 
drop her if she doesn’t average at least 5 customers on the average evening. A 
“pay girl” will average 10 or more. None of the girls net for themselves over 
$50 or $75 a week although their total take will be between $300 and $500 a week. 
But $75 is a lot of money to a girl who never saw good food or any money before 
she started working for five or six dollars a week as a waitress or in a laundry. 


7. Most of these girls come from unfortunate environment and their sex life 
began during adolescence. Of course there are many exceptions. 


8. Military officials usually appear concerned over the general situation but 
in view of the enormous proportions of this evil, they have done very little. 


Some action is being taken by the F.B.I. at the instigation of government health 
authorities. 

The officers on the field feel helpless and futile. 
trying to sweep back the tide with a broom.” 
controlled is from higher up. 

But as a rule it seems that when the “pay-off” is satisfactory and no serious 
law-breaking is involved—like a murder, or “rolling” (taking money and valu- 
ables from prostitution customers)—the average industrial or war officials are 
content to accept the system as inevitable, shutting their eyes to the fact that 
venereal diseases are doing more damage to defense forces than bullets and that 
the system to maintain itself must use up thousands of American girls, leaving 
them, within three or four years, prematurely old and chronically diseased, to 
continue their miserable existence as a constant source of disease and infection. 


As one reported, “It’s like 
The only way the condition can be 
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Smear Campaigns in the Political Scene 

From several sources in Washington we have been hearing 
an unbelievable story (unbelievable, were it not for what has 
appeared already on the surface) of dirty work on the part 
of certain elements in our national life that have been perfectly 
willing to use the methods of the Nazi gestapo to put the needed 
amount of pressure on anyone they wanted to silence or sup- 
press. Passing as “liberals”? they would, and have, stooped to 
the most vicious methods available to smear a decent citizen 
or statesman if he opposes their aims. You can identify this 
group, we are told by insiders in Washington, by the big noise 
they make over “civil liberties”. . . . but by civil liberties they 
mean a left wing socialism that is far, far from American tradi- 
tions. . . They do not mean the same thing that honest and 
bona fide liberals such as Norman Thomas and the La Follettes 
mean by this term. 

The shameful and false attack against Senator David I. Walsh 
of Massachusetts was the work of this group. New York and 
Chicago papers carried the Senator Walsh story but even they 
missed some facts. Walsh has been a rugged impediment to 
many of the plans of these political saboteurs. You will remem- 
ber (if you saw the item) that a story was sprung about Walsh 
being seen in a notorious sex pervert joint in Brooklyn. Walsh 
proved it was utterly false and the sex joint proprietor practi- 
cally admitted his part in the frame-up revealing information 
that brought in the F.B.I 

This is one of the filthiest political crimes in American his- 
tory—yet the gang that perpetrated it has connections so high 
up at the other end that, although the F.B.I. was called in, 
the whole matter was shush-shushed and nothing at all com- 
mensurate with the hideousness of the crime was done to clear 
it up. The average citizen knows a little of this Walsh story 
and vaguely knows that the Senator was vindicated, but he 
doesn’t realize how much more should have been done to bring 
to public light the political rats who were guilty of such a crime, 
or that they are still in circulation in Washington and because 
of their political connections are allowed a favored existence in 
our national life. 

The above report, of course, is not far out of line with numer- 
ous other facts that have been brought to light in a slightly 
different field—that of the labor union racketeers, some of whom 
are now on trial in Albany, New York, for extorting $50,000 
from defense workers employed at an army depot. As many 
Americans know, all over our country certain labor unions have 
used the defense program as a chance to garner the biggest 
loot ever known in the history of racketeering. Millions of 
dollars have been filched from tens of thousands of workers 
in the rigged-up dues charged workers who could not get a 
job on a government project until they had kicked in some 
exorbitant fee for a union card. In many instances this card 
was only good on the particular job involved and, that task com- 
pleted, the unfortunate worker found himself facing another 
shakedown before he could go to work on a defense project else- 
where. The brazen utilization of the war emergency for loot 
with its accompanying flagrant betrayal of patriotism has gone 
on for months practically unchallenged by politicians in the 
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saddle in our national life. This and the inside story behind 
the Senator Walsh case, the long term labor union racketeering, 
the disgraceful Hague-Federal judgeship case (reported in 
Between the Lines May 25, 1942) are all revelations of the 
moral—or rather immoral—sell-out that political regimes are 
willing to make to maintai:n and strengthen their power. The 
Christian mind should give unstinted praise where the action 
of our leadership is Christian and unreserved condemnation 
where it is un-Christian. 


Northern Baptists Go on Record 


Between the Lines has taken the time to make a thorough 
survey of press reports and general reaction to the annual ses- 
sion of the Northern Baptist Convention which was recently 
held in Cleveland. Our findings give the average Baptist reason 
to be proud of the magnificent stand taken on the war question 
by the delegates at that convention. The usual grandstand 
plays were made to sweep the convention into a full fledged 
blessing of the war—irrespective of war causes or war aims. 
But the several thousand delegates would not give themselves 
over to such a commitment. As the convention drew to its 
close, a telegram came from President Roosevelt urging the 
convention to “put the mighty force of your splendid body 
squarely behind the prosecution of the war.” It is obvious to 
any trained observer of news and politics that Washington 
officialdom had been appraised of the trend of the convention. 
(Who was it at the convention who acted in this capacity of 
promoter and informer for the war propaganda boards?) The 
convention wired a reply to the President, saying “We express 
our willingness to do anything for the welfare of our country 
within the full sanction of our individual consciences to achieve 
a Christian victory and give the world a just and lasting peace.” 

Thus the convention expressed the sentiment of millions of 
Americans of every faith who realize that a military victory 
which is not a Christian victory will be futile and empty, that 
a just and lasting peace cannot be achieved unless our war 
aims are in accord with such objectives. 

One point that was driven hard at the convention was “We 
must not let our boys down at the front.” Between The Lines 
has checked with one of our leading army chaplains and also 
with a military officer of considerable rank. Their comments 
were almost identical. “The boys defending America expect the 
churches to defend democracy and individual freedom at home 
while they defend it abroad. They don’t want the church to go 
to war. They don’t want to come home after the war and find 
that liberty has been destroyed from within.” 

There are several observers who believe that Mr. Roosevelt’s 
telegram represents the first time in history that a president of 
the United States has tried to dictate the policies of a great 
religious body. Close observers also are interested in the effort 
that has been made to utilize well known religious leadership, 
through obvious methods of build-up and promotion, to bring 
the religious organizations in line. That such techniques and 
personalities received a resounding defeat at the Northern Bap- 
tist Convention is an item of major importance in the religious 
news of the war. 














